
Sermon Discussion Guide
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“Clay Jars”
Matthew 7:1-5

PRAY & CONNECT

In this third month of our “All Eyes on Jesus” 2020 theme, we continue in Matthew’s Gospel in a sermon series called 
“Right-Side Up!” #SpringtoLife.

Open in prayer and invite the Holy Spirit into your conversation. Ask God for wisdom and discernment and trust him 
to guide you. Take time to view the message on hopeonline.tv. Did you have any “ah-ha” moments where you felt 
convicted, compelled, or inspired during the sermon? What’s been on your mind this week? Have you been able to apply 
the message to your everyday life?

GROW

Read Matthew 7:1-5 – “Judging Others”
• What stands out to you from our Bible verse for this week? What does this have to do with the current situation in our 

world? How can we live out this command in our daily lives? How difficult is it? How do we call out injustice without 
being judgmental? What is the motivation or heart behind each?

Read Proverbs 24:16
• What is the wisdom in this proverb? How do we get back up again? Where does that power come from?

Read 2 Corinthians 4 – “Treasure in Fragile Clay Jars”
• Pastor Mike pointed out that this chapter is a summary of Paul’s New Testament theology. How would you explain it 

in your own words? What is the significance of jars of clay? How are we like jars of clay? What is the treasure we have? 
What does that mean for us now?

Read Matthew 5:3-10 – “The Beatitudes”
• Why are these passages shocking? Why are they true? How do all of these things bring blessings? What is the 

blessing? Why is it a blessing to realize our need for God? Have you felt that recently? In what way? Where do you see 
God at work?

Read Romans 12:5 – “Humble Service in the Body of Christ”
• What does it mean to be one body? Why is it significant that we belong to each other? What does that mean for how 

we treat and serve other people? Why do we do that?

Read Matthew 6:25-34 – “Do Not Worry”
• Have you spent much time worrying over the last few weeks? What does Jesus say in this passage? How do we stop 

worrying? What does it look like to just focus on today? How does that relieve worry? How does Jesus give us peace in 
a difficult situation?

Read 1 Peter 4:12-14 – “Suffering for Being a Christian”
• Have you ever felt like rejoicing in the midst of suffering? Why does this passage say that? What does it mean for us? 

How do we rejoice even when we are suffering?

Spend some time in prayer over the things you are worried about. Write those things down on a piece of paper and hand 
them over to God. Let him give you peace about those things. Focus on today and your relationship with him. Trust that he 
will take care of those things you’ve written down.

APPLY
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